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Graphic Novels
Baby-Sitters Club – Kristy’s Great Idea, Raina Telgemeier, (2006), Scholastic.

This is a graphic novel that Baby-Sitters Club fans will enjoy.

Capstone “Graphic Library” titles

Thomas Jefferson, Great American, The Battle of Gettysburg, The Great Chicago Fire of 1871, etc.  (2006), Capstone Press.

Kids love these Graphic Library titles!  There are 17 titles in the series “Graphic Biographies,” 25 titles of “Graphic History,” and 8 titles in “Disasters in History.”

Suggestion – Have students work individually or in pairs to create their own short graphic novels about a topic that interests them.    [Grades 3+]
Madigascar, Erin Stein editor, (2006), Manga.

This is a full-color “Cine-Manga” book based on the Disney movie.  [Grades 3-5]
Open Season, Julie Taylor, editor, (2006), Manga.

This Cine-Manga book is based on a Disney movie.  [Grades 3-5]
Geronimo Stilton - Valentine’s Day Disaster, Edizioni Piemme, (2006), Scholastic.

Geronimo Stilton is a mouse who runs a newspaper and has a passion for writing adventure stories.  [Grades 3-6]
Mystery
Black Duck, Janet Lisle, (2006), Philomel Books.

Ruben and Jed find a dead body on the shore and find themselves caught up in a war between two Prohibition gangs.  This is full of mystery and nonstop adventure.  [Grades 6-10]  

Jeremy Fink and the Meaning of Life, Wendy Mass, (2006), Little & Brown.
Jeremy Fink is just ready to become a teenager.  A mysterious box arrives, supposedly holding the meaning of life.  Jeremy is to open it on his birthday, but he needs to find the missing keys.  [Grades 6-8]
Kidnapped – Book One:  The Abduction, Gordon Korman, (2006), Scholastic.

Gordon Korman has written several other adventure/mystery series including the trilogies “Dive,” “Everest,” and “Island.”  The Abduction is book one, while The Search is book two in this series.  This story involves Aiden, a boy who witnesses his sister, Meg, abducted on their way home from school.  Aiden teams up with the FBI to help find her.  [Grades 5-8]
Operation Typhoon Shore, Joshua Mowll, (2006), Candlewick Press.

In this exciting sequel to Operation Red Jericho, Doug and his sister Becca find themselves on an island full of adventures.  Readers need to be familiar with the first book in order to appreciate the sequel.  [Grades 6+]
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The Wright 3, Blue Balliett, (2006), Scholastic Press.
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In this sequel to the award-winning Chasing Vermeer, Petra and Calder, along with their friend Tommy, get caught up in another art mystery.  Frank Lloyd Wright’s architectural masterpiece, the Robie House, is scheduled for demolition.  Can these 6th-graders save the day?  This book, along with Chasing Vermeer, has been described as “The DaVinci Code for tweens.”  I love these books!  [Grades 6-10]  (I have had very good 6th grade readers say it was too confusing.)

Suggestion – 1) Have students research Frank Lloyd Wright or pentominoes, which were important in both books.  2) Have students compare/contrast Chasing Vermeer with The Wright 3.
Historical Fiction
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“American Girls” titles – Several collections such as Molly’s Short Story Collection have been recently published.  Brave Emily is about Molly’s friend who has come from London to escape the WWII bombing.  American Girl Minute Mysteries is full of “brainteasers, puzzlers, and stories to solve.”  A new American Girls character is created each year.  The 2006 American Girl is Jess.  The 2007 character is Nicki.  Both are exciting adventures with a strong heroine.  Jess travels with her family to an archeological dig of ancient Maya ruins.  Nicki, a real animal lover, works to train a “service dog,” preparing the dog to someday help make someone’s life better.

Our girls at Mt. Hope, especially those in grades 2-5, really love these books.  I believe these books really help students better understand American history.  I haven’t read all these books, but I did enjoy the Felicity stories that were set in 1775 Williamsburg.

Suggestion – Find funds to purchase a few of the American Girls dolls and accessories.  This really gets students excited about reading the books.

Blood on the River, Jamestown 1607, Elisa Carbone, (2006), Viking Books.
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Young Samuel Collier heads for the New World as a page for Captain John Smith.  He finds the New World is nothing like he imagined.  The book brings to life a significant period in American history.  “This is the way to learn history – by loving characters and facing what they face.”

Suggestion – Find and read other books about Jamestown.
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Boy in the Striped Pajamas, The, John Boyne (2006), Fickling Books.

Bruno is a 9-year-old boy living in 1942 Berlin.  His family moves to Poland just outside a concentration camp.  On the other side of a huge fence, Bruno sees hundreds of people in striped pajamas.  He begins a friendship with a boy on the other side of the fence.

Suggestion – Read several of the outstanding Holocaust books and picture books.
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Crispin – At the Edge of the World, Avi, (2006), Hyperion Books.

This is the sequel to the Newbery-winning and extremely popular Crispin:  The Cross of Lead.  This is supposedly book two of a trilogy.  In this story, Crispin and Bear need to journey to the edge of the world to find freedom and safety.  The book explores themes of war, religion, and family.  [Grades 5-10].  
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Framed, Frank Boyce, (2006), Harper Collins.
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This is one of my favorite books!!!  Dylan is a nine-year-old boy living in a small English village.  Criminal instincts seem to run in his family.  Now, when dozens of masterpiece paintings are being transported to a secret location near his home because of the air raids, the crime of the century has perhaps fallen into his lap.  This is a great story about how art has the power to change people.  [Grades 5-8]

Suggestion – Research what really happened when paintings were moved from a London museum during the air raids.  Also, take some time to really study some famous paintings and discuss how these paintings could change someone.
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Give Me Liberty, Laura Eliot, (2006), Katherine Tegan Books.

13-year-old Nathaniel is an endentured servant in 1774 Williamsburg.  When tensions rise in the colonies, Nathaniel grapples with choices he must make.

Suggestion – Read other historical fiction set in colonial America. 
Hanne’s Quest, Olivier Dunrea, (2006), Philomel Books.

Hanne is the smallest and youngest hen in Mem’s henhouse.  But when the hens learn that dear Mem might lose her farm, they discover that only little Hanne can save her!  [Grades 3-5]
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Hattie Big Sky, Kirby Larson, (2006), Delacorte Press.
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“A marvelous story about courage, loyalty, perseverance, and the meaning of home.”  It’s 1918 and 16-year-old Hattie Brooks is tired of moving from relative to relative, so she sets out alone to Vida, Montana to stake her claim to her late uncle’s homestead.  This is a pioneer story celebrating the spirit of independence.

Suggestion – Make a list of homesteading and pioneer books.
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Here Lies the Librarian (audio), Richard Peck, (2006) Listening Library.

Peewee and her brother Jake are auto mechanics in rural Indiana at the time when automobiles are just becoming popular.  Their lives change when Irene Ridpath, a young librarian from Butler University, comes to town.  This is a funny book!  [Grades 4-8]
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Suggestion - Have students read other books by Richard Peck then discuss how the main characters often learn from older, wiser characters.  Or, you could have students write how Peewee and Jake change as a result of their friendship with Irene.  
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Misadventures of Maude March (audio), Audrey Couloumbis, (2006), Listening Library.

11-year-old Sallie March and her older ladylike sister Maude, after being orphaned for the second time, take matters into their own hands and head out west to find their uncle.  Sallie loves reading dime novel westerns, but now the villain isn’t in the book; it’s her own sweet sister Maude.  This is packed with adventure and humor. [Grades 4-8]

Out of Patience, Brian Meehl, (2006), Delacorte Press.

12-year-old Jake Waters has a dad who wants to open up the American Toilet Museum.  Jake doesn’t think it is such a great idea.  His town, Patience, has been cursed since 1877, when the first flush toilet west of the Mississippi was installed.  Jake wants out of town before the curse finishes it off.  Jake and his friends try to flush out the mysterious truth of what really happened long ago.  [Grades 5-8]
Fantasy
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Bella at Midnight, Diane Stanley, (2006), Harper Collins.
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Young Bella is a peasant girl; her best friend, Julian, is a prince, but neither seems to mind the great difference.  When Bella discovers her own identity, her life changes dramatically.  [Grades 5-8].

Suggestion – Discuss other novels that have fairy tale qualities or that were inspired by fairy tales.
Blizzard of the Blue Moon – Magic Tree House #36, Mary Pope Osborne, (2006), Random House.  

Jack and Annie are off on a mission to rescue a beautiful unicorn.  They end up in an adventure set in 1930’s NYC.  [Grades 3-6]

Clair-de-Lune, Cassandra Golds, (2006), Alfred A. Knopf.

Clair-de-Lune loves to dance, but she hasn’t spoken a word since her mother, a famous ballerina, died when Clair was just a baby.  Then she meets a remarkable mouse who can speak.  This book seems to share that the arts can be an important language for us.  [Grades 5-8]

Suggestion – Have students write how art, music, dance, or drama could be considered a means of communication.
Door to Time, Ulysses Moore, (2006), Scholastic.

This is the first installment of the time travel adventures of twins Jason and Julia, who along with their friend Rick, discover what lies behind a mysterious door.  [Grades 5-8]
End, The, Lemony Snicket, (2006), Harper Collins Publishers.

This is the last in “A Series of Unfortunate Events.”  I absolutely loved the series, but was a little disappointed that some of my questions were not answered in The End.  [Grades 4-8] 

Suggestion – Encourage students to write “Snicketisms,” which are humorous definitions written in Snicket’s style.  (He was chameleonic, a word which here means, “able to blend in with any situation.”)

Extraordinary Adventures of Ordinary Basil, The, Wiley Miller, (2006), Blue Sky Press.

Award-winning cartoonist Wiley Miller shares the story of 12-year-old Ordinary Basil, whose ordinary life changes in a hurry when he meets an eccentric professor and his flying boat.
Suggestion – Have students write wildly imaginative stories such as these.
Gossamer, Lois Lowry, (2006), Houghton Mifflin Co.

Lois Lowry is a 2-time Newbery winner for Number the Stars and The Giver.  This imaginative story deals with an old, lonely woman, an angry boy, and dreams.  It is a story which “tiptoes between reality and imagination.”  [Grades 6-10]

Suggestion – Read other Lowry books and discuss her writing style. 
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Gideon, the Cutpurse, Linda Buckley-Archer, (2006), Simon & Schuster.

This is an excellent time-travel adventure/mystery novel in which two modern-day children are transported back to 18th century England.  Unlike most other time-travel stories, the children seem to be able to move back and forth between times, and we also follow the lives of the worried families of the missing children.  [Grades 5-8]
Great American Mousical, The, Julie Andrews Edwards and Emma Hamilton, (2006), Harper Collins.

Beneath a Broadway theater, a group of theater mice are preparing for their musical.  Things go wrong, but the show must go on.  This is kind of a spoof of theater life and a tribute to the Broadway musical.  [Grades 4-6]

High Rhulain, Brian Jacques, (2006), Philomel Books.

I love the Redwall series, even if my college son makes fun of his dad reading about his warrior mouse!  This epic takes us on an adventure with Tiria Wildlough, a young ottermaid, as she travels from Redwall Abbey across the Great Western Sea to a strange place called Green Isle where she attempts to set things right.  Like all great Redwall stories, this contains feasts, fighting, riddles, and a cast of memorable characters, including a very nasty villain and his just as nasty son.  I suggest first reading Redwall and Mossflower, but the books don’t need to be read in order.  [Grades 5-10]

Suggestion – Consider forming a “Redwall Club.”  I believe just about every class from 5th to about 10th will have several students who get hooked by Brian Jacques and his Redwall series.

Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane, The, Kate DiCamillo, (2006), Candlewick.

Kate DiCamillo, the author of Because of Winn-Dixie returns with a great story of love and loss.  A china rabbit named Edward Tulane is a bit overly pleased with himself because he is completely adored by a little girl.  After being lost, the rabbit deals with experiences from the depths of the ocean to the top of a garbage heap.  He eventually learns a very important lesson that we sometimes need to learn as well, that love sometimes involves loss, but a broken heart can learn to love again.  [Grades 4-6]

Suggestion – Have students read Because of Winn-Dixie or The Tale of Despereaux.  Have students discuss or write what these books have in common, even if they are different genres.  Also, DiCamillo’s books are excellent to use in studying the idea of theme.

Palace of Laughter, The, Jon Berkeley, (2006), Julie Andrews Collection.

11-year-old orphan Miles Wednesday and his companion Little, set off to find and rescue Little’s friend from the Palace of Laughter, which is more dangerous than the name implies.  [Grades 4-7]
Peter Pan in Scarlet, Geraldine McCaughrean, (2006), McElderry Books.

In honor of the 100th anniversary of Peter Pan, award-winning McCaughrean was chosen to write the sequel to J.M. Barrie’s classic story of the boy who never grew up.  Since I had never read the original, I listened to that before listening to the sequel, which like the original, is filled with fun, fantasy, and flying.  I really liked the original, but I loved the sequel!  Wendy and the lost boys have grown up, but when they dress in their children’s clothes, use a little fairy dust, and think happy thoughts, they’re off on a return trip to Neverland.  [Grades 5-8]

Suggestion – I would suggest reading the original first.  I would not have understood much of the humor had I not read Peter Pan.
Pirates of the Caribbean – Silver, Rob Kidd, (2007), Disney Press.

Based on the Disney movie, six books, starting with The Coming Storm and ending with Silver, tell the swashbuckling story.  [Grades 4-6]

Ready, Freddy!  Super-Secret Valentine, Abby Klein, (2007), Scholastic.

Freddy wants to make a special card, but knows if Max finds out, he’ll get teased.  Can he keep it a secret?  [Grades 2-4]

River Secrets, Shannon Hale, (2006), Bloomsbury.

Newbery-honor winner Shannon Hale created the fairy tale world Bayern in her novel The Goose Girl, then continued the story in Enna Burning.  Now, in this third novel, readers return to a world in which characters must find something within themselves.  I especially enjoyed Full Cast Audio’s recorded version of The Goose Girl.  I told one 6th grade boy he would absolutely love The Goose Girl.  He put it off for several months, but then listened to it over Christmas vacation.  When he came back he rushed up to me and said, “This is the best book I’ve ever read!”  I got him the sequel as soon as I could.  [Grades 5-8]
Suggestion – These three novels were based loosely on a very short fairy tale.  Are there other obscure fairy tales that could be used as a basis for a longer novel such as these?

Also, many stories are based on a “what if” idea, such as, “What if we could talk to the animals?”  Have students create their own what if ideas and stories.
Romeo and Juliet, William Shakespeare, (2006), Usborne.

This is a well-done introduction to the famous Shakespeare play.  [Grades 4-6]

Stories of Dolls, Susanna Davidson, (2006), Usborne.

This is a short collection of three doll stories for early readers.  [Grades 2-3]

Stories of Princesses, (2006), Usborne.
This collection contains “The Princess and the Pea,” “Cinderella,” and “The Twelve Dancing Princesses.”  It is very well-illustrated.  [Grades 2-4]
Tiara Club, The, Vivian French, (2006), Harper Collins.

Many girls in grades 2-4 will enjoy these short princess stories, such as Princess Charlotte and the Birthday Ball and Princess Katie and the Silver Pony.  [Grades 2-4]

Things Hoped For, Andrew Clements, (2006), Philomel Books.

This is the sequel to Things Not Seen, Clements’ novel about what life would be like if someone really became invisible.  The story addresses the themes of art, friendship, family, life, and love.  [Grades 5-8]
Suggestion – Have students write a short story about what happened the day they became invisible.
Toys Go Out – Being the Adventures of a Knowledgeable Stingray, a Toughy Little Buffalo, and Someone Called Plastic, Emily Jenkins, (2006), Schwartz and Wade.

This reminds me of “Toy Story.”  These three toys must brave the world outside the Little Girl’s room, and together must find the girl a birthday present.  [Grades 3-5]
Realistic Fiction
Clementine, Sara Pennypacker, (2006), Hyperion Books.

Clementine is a 3rd-grader who reminds us of Junie B. Jones or Ramona.  She seems to have a good heart but a talent for trouble.  This early chapter book will make readers laugh.  [Grades 2-4]
Firegirl, Tony Abbott, (2006), Little, Brown & Co.

“There is . . . ,” Mrs. Tracy was saying quietly, “there is something you need to know about Jessica. . . .”  Jessica, the new girl in class, has been disfigured by a fire.  This sad but beautiful story teaches an important message – that a small gesture can make a big difference.  [Grades 5-8]

Suggestion – Discuss how hurtful children can be and what we can do about it.

Higher Power of Lucky, Susan Patron, (2006), Atheneum Books.

This book won the 2007 Newbery Medal.  It is about a 10-year-old girl who doesn’t expect running away from home will be so complicated.  A host of surprises awaits her when she plans to hide from her guardian in the Mojave Desert.
Homework Machine, The, Dan Gutman (2006), Simon & Schuster.

Four 5th-grade students (“a geek, a class clown, a teacher’s pet, and a slacker”) create a homework machine which they nickname “Belch.”  Things go fine for a while, but eventually get out of control. This is a VERY good book!  [Grades 3-6]

Suggestion – Have students write about which was their favorite character and why.

Jeremy Fink and the Meaning of Life, Wendy Mass, (2006), Little, Brown Young Readers.

“Everything changes when the box arrives--a posthumous gift from Jeremy's father who died five years ago.”  [Grades 5-8]

Suggestion – Read other juvenile titles with a death and dying theme.

Judy Moody – Around the World in 8 ½ Days, Megan McDonald, (2006), Candlewick Press.

Judy Moody’s life changes when she meets another 3rd-grader named Amy Namey.  Her old friends are jealous when Amy and Judy become friends.  [Grades 2-4]

Suggestion – Have students create a list of rhyming names like Amy Namey.
Moon Shadow, Chris Platt, (2006), Peachtree Publishers.

13-year-old Callie wants a horse but knows her family can’t afford one.  [Grades 4-8]

Suggestion – Encourage students to read a variety of horse stories from various series.
Part of Me, Kimberly Willis Holt, (2006), Henry Holt.

This story traces the roots of a Louisiana family, charting the history from the books they’ve read and loved.  I thought this was very good.  [Grades 5-8]
Penny from Heaven, Jennifer L. Holm, (2006), Random House.

It’s 1953 and 11-year-old Penny grows up in two families that don’t get along.  Her deceased father’s side is Italian, which in post WWII America could be challenging.  Her mother’s side seems to have reasons not to associate much with Penny’s father’s side.  Penny doesn’t understand the tension.  This is a story about everyday life in the early 1950’s, but it is also a story about family – about what tears them apart and what brings them together.  And it is a story of hope.  Even the darkest clouds may contain some pennies from heaven.  [Grades 5-8]

Suggestion – Have students research how Americans from Italy, Japan, and Germany were treated during WWII. 
Rules, Cynthia Lord, (2006), Scholastic Press.

12-year-old Catherine is in charge of her younger autistic brother more than she would like.  She just wants a normal life.  Through her art work, she opens up to Jason, a wheelchair-bound boy who communicates by pointing to words on cards.  [Grades 6-9]

Small Steps, Louis Sachar, (2006), Delacorte Press.

In this sequel to one of my all-time favorite books, Holes, Armpit is back home in Austin, trying to put his life back together one step at a time.  His buddy X-Ray gets him involved in a get-rich quick ticket scalping endeavor.  Things get out of control when Armpit meets teen sensation Kaira Deleon.  The story deals with issues of race, celebrity, disability, and friendship.  To be honest, I was really looking forward to a Holes sequel, but I was quite disappointed.  Although there is an exciting plot, I hesitate to recommend this book to our students mostly because of the suggestive lyrics in some of Kaira’s songs.  It is more appropriate for Jr. High age students than elementary students.  [Grades 7-10]

Suggestion – Since just about everyone in class has probably already read Holes, have students choose another character and write a short Holes sequel from his point of view.

Starlight (Breyer Stablemates), Kristin Earhart, (2006), Scholastic.

This is a good horse story for young readers.  [Grades 2-3]

what I call life, Jill Wolfson, (2006), Full Cast Audio.

Cal Lavender’s mother has “an episode” in the library, which leads Cal to live at a group home until her mother is able to care for her again.  This is an interesting look into a world that is hidden to most of us.  It deals with the theme of family and with our ability to “to forge a family in the most unlikely of places.”  There is a lot of life wisdom in this book!  [Grades 5-8]

Suggestion – Discuss the author’s use of foreshadowing in this book.  Also discuss the effectiveness of the author’s technique of using a story within the story.
Sports Stories

Free Baseball, Sue Corbett, (2006), Dutton Children’s Books.

Our students absolutely love a good baseball story!  In this story, Felix, a Cuban boy mysteriously sent to America by his baseball star father, becomes a team’s batboy in order to unravel the mystery behind his father.  [Grades 5-8].
Jackie Robinson (Legends in Sports series), Matt Christopher, (2006), Little & Brown.

This is another great Matt Christopher book, this time about Jackie Robinson, the first African-American player in the major leagues.  [Grades 4-6]

Miracle on 49th Street, Mike Lupica, (2006), Philomel Books.

Josh Cameron, the star point guard of the Boston Celtics, has it all, including something he never knew he had:  a daughter.  Josh has room for only basketball and himself in his world, but 12-year-old Molly finds a way into his life.  [Grades 6-12].
One-Handed Catch, M.J. Auch, (2006), Henry Holt Books.

11-year-old Norm loses his left hand in an accident just as life is supposed to be getting back to normal in 1946.  Norm wonders if he’ll ever play baseball again.  The book tells of a young optimist who reaches his dreams in unexpected ways.

Suggestion – Have students discuss handicaps and people’s different reactions to them.
Satch & Me – A Baseball Card Adventure, Dan Gutman, (2006), Harper Collins.

Was Satchel Paige the fastest pitcher in history?  “This baseball card adventure is a whirlwind of excitement, drama, and curveballs – starring one of the liveliest athletes in the game!”  [Grades 4-8]

Pop-Up Books

Blue Two, David Carter, (2006), Little Simon.

This is a sequel to the pop-up One Red Dot.  On every page, a blue two is hidden among an amazing pop-up creation.  Kids of all ages enjoy finding the blue two.
Suggestion – Read One Red Dot.  Compare the two books.
Castle, Medieval Days and Knights, Sabuda & Reinhart, (2006), Orchard Books.

Two of the best paper engineers have teamed up for a remarkable look at life in the middle ages.

Suggestion – Study how pop-ups are created using The Elements of Pop-Up and Let’s Make It Pop-Up by Carter and Diaz.

Jungle Book, The – A Pop-Up Adventure, Matthew Reinhart, (2006), Little Simon.

This is an amazing pop-up!  Reinhart tells the story using a combination of text and paper engineering.
Twelve Days of Christmas, Robert Sabuda, (2006), Orchard Books.

Paper engineer Robert Sabuda keeps getting better!.  Last Christmas, his Winter’s Tale was a major hit.  This year The Twelve Days of Christmas will fascinate children and adults alike. 
Nonfiction

Adventures of Marco Polo, The, Russell Freedman, (2006), Arthur A. Levine Books.

This book looks at Marco Polo’s life as the world’s most famous traveler.  It gives a balanced view of the debate concerning the truthfulness of Marco Polo’s claims.  The illustrations and period artwork really enhance this book.

Suggestion – Read the graphic novel version of Marco Polo then compare and contrast.
Almost Gone – The World’s Rarest Animals, Steve Jenkins, (2006), Scholastic.

This nonfiction book teaches about 25 endangered animals.  It tells about how many are left, where they are found, and how they live.
D Is for Dancing Dragon – A China Alphabet, Carol Crane, (2006), Sleeping Bear Press.

This is a great addition to any study on China.  [Grades 3-8]

Suggestion – Have students create their own alphabet books about something they love.

Dog For Life, A, L.S. Matthews, (2006), Delacourt Press or Listening Library.

This is the true story of the journey of John Hawkins and his dog, “from way up north to way down south.”  It deals with the lengths a child will go to save a beloved pet.

Egg Is Quiet, An, Dianna Aston & Silvia Long, (2006), Chronicle Books.

This informational picture book shows the amazing variety of eggs, exploring the many sizes, shapes, colors, and textures of eggs.  The illustrations are excellent.  [Grades K-6] 

Suggestion - Elementary students could each become an expert on one topic and use this book as a pattern to create an informational book.  Ex. – A Motorcycle is Noisy, A Dog is Friendly.
The Fabulous Story of Fashion, Katie Daynes, (2006), Usborne.

This is an interesting look at fashion throughout history.  [Grades 3-6]
Horses, Seymour Simon, (2006), Harper Collins Publishers.

This is a beautifully-illustrated nonfiction picture book about horses.

Suggestion – Have students create a similar book about other animals of their choice.
Isaac Newton (Giants of Science series), Kathleen Krull, (2006), Viking Books.

This is the second in the “Giants of Science” series.  The first was Leonardo da Vinci.  Future biographies will include Sigmund Freud, Charles Darwin, Marie Curie, and Albert Einstein.
Suggestion – Discuss how each scientist, at least to some extent, is a product of his/her times. 

It’s All about Me:  Personality Quizzes for You and Your Friends, Karen Phillips, (2006), Klutz Publishers.

This is a collection of 30 quizzes aimed at helping readers understand themselves and their friends better.  [Grades 5-8]
Liftoff – A Photobiography of John Glenn, Don Mitchell, (2006), National Geographic.

This is one of the many excellent picture book biographies published by National Geographic.  The author weaves inspirational quotes with highlights from the life of this extraordinary Ohioan.  [Grades 5-8] 

Oh Rats!  The Story of Rats and People, Albert Marrin, (2006), Dutton Books.

This is an extremely well-done nonfiction book about the history of the animal kingdom’s greatest survivors – a little gross at times, but VERY interesting.   [Grades 3+]

Saving the Buffalo, Albert Marrin, (2006), Scholastic Nonfiction.

This is an excellent nonfiction book is the story of how the buffalo went from being the most common large land animal in North America in 1800 to near extinction a century later.  It also tells how early conservationists helped save the buffalo from extinction.  [Grades 3-8]

Super Bowl:  Legendary Sports Events, Matt Christopher, (2006), Little, Brown Young Readers.

This is the first in a series of sports books.  [Grades 4-7]

Titanic – Usborne Young Reading, Claybourne & Daynes, (2006), Usborne.

This is an excellent introduction to the Titanic disaster for young readers.  [Grades 3-6]

Wildfire, Taylor Morrison, (2006), Houghton Mifflin Books.

This is a comprehensive nonfiction look at wildfires, their causes, and the methods used to control them.  [Grades 3-6].

Wings of Light – The Migration of the Yellow Butterfly, Stephen Swinburne, (2006), Boyds Mills Press.

This beautiful picture book follows the migration of the butterfly from the Yucatan rain forest to North America.  [Grades 3-6]

Suggestion – Have students create a map showing the migration.

Picture Books
Art, Patrick McDonnell, (2006) Little, Brown & Co.

Young Art creates colorful scribbles, squiggles, dots, and blotches.  This is a beautifully illustrated “Art-appreciation” picture book about a boy and his imagination.  [Grades K-12.]

Suggestion – Tell the students they have each been chosen to illustrate Art in their own special way.  Encourage them to be creative.

Charlotte’s Web – The Movie Storybook, Adapted by Kate Egan, (2006), Harper Entertainment.

Charlotte’s Web is the classic tale of friendship involving a girl, a pig, a spider, and even a rat.  This picture book for children is based on the newly-released movie.  [Grades 2-5].

Suggestion – Read the original Charlotte’s Web to the class, then read this picture book.  Compare and contrast using graphic organizers.

Charlotte’s Web – New in the Barn, Adapted by Catherine Hapka, (2006), Harper Entertainment.

This picture book, based on the new movie, introduces Wilbur and his friends. [Grades 2-3]

Charlotte’s Web – The Perfect Word, Adapted by Catherine Hapka, (2006), Harper Entertainment.  [Grades 2-3]

This picture book continues the story and focuses on Templeton the rat. 
Dooby Dooby Moo, Doreen Cronin, (2006), Antheneum Books.

First there was Click, Clack, Moo – Cows That Type.  Then there was Giggle, Giggle, Quack.  Now Cronin and Lewin are back with a  funny barnyard picture book that takes us to the county fair.  [Grades K-6].

Drop of Water, A, Gordon Morrison, (2006), Houghton Mifflin Co..

This picture book shows in a beautiful, lyrical way, the importance of water in our world.  [Grades 2-6].  

Suggestion – Have students write and illustrate some type of water poetry.
Flotsam, David Wiesner, (2006), Clarion Books.

This is the 2007 Caldecott winner!  This book is really strange!  It is a wordless book, based on a boy finding a camera washed up on the shore.  When he has the film developed, it shows some pretty remarkable things happening in the ocean!

Holey Moley, Marcus Pfister (Creator of The Rainbow Fish), (2006), North-South Books.

Two mole brothers can’t agree on what to do – dig a hole or make a hill.  They get into a big argument then finally realize they can both get what they want by helping each other.
Suggestion:  Discuss other situations in which cooperation can benefit both parties.  
John, Paul, Goerge & Ben, Lane Smith, (2006), Hyperion.

You say you want a revolution?  This clever picture book tells what our founding fathers might have been like in elementary school.  

Look!  Look! Look!, Nancy Wallce & Linda Friedlaender, (2006), Marchall Cavendish Children.

In this picture book, three mice (not blind) introduce children to art and to careful observation.  The mice find a postcard of a famous painting.  They take several close looks and learn about color, line, pattern, and shape.  [Grades K-6]

Suggestion - Elementary students could make similar observations with other famous works of art.  Older students could write and illustrate a similar story about another work of art.  Students could also experiment with using a variety of shapes to create various objects.
March of the Penguins, Juc Jacquet, (2006), National Geographic.

This book is the “Official Companion to the Major Motion Picture.”  The photography is amazing!  [Grade 5 – adult]

March of the Penguins (picture book), Juc Jacquet, (2006), National Geographic
The picture book version is also very good.  [Grade K-6]

Suggestion – Have students further research penguins.  Have them create a list of books or movies that have penguins in them.
Million Dots, A, Andrew Clements (author of Frindle), (2006), Simon & Schuster.

This book contains exactly one million dots, as well as a number (not a million) of interesting but somewhat random facts.  (Did you know that a person blinks 134,000 times in a week?)

Suggestion – Have students use their math skills to figure things such as, “How long would a million footballs be if they were lined up end to end?”

Moses, When Harriet Tubman Led Her People to Freedom, by Carol Weatherford, (2006), Hyperion Books for Children.

This picture book is an inspiring tribute to Harriet Tubman and her courage, faith, and resilience.

Suggestion – Read other versions of the Harriet Tubman story, such as the 1996 Minty.  Also read the “Addy” stories from the American Girls Collection.

Now & Ben – The Modern Inventions of Benjamin Franklin, Gene Barretta, (2006), Henry Holt.

This picture book shows many of Franklin’s inventions that are still with us today.  The left page might say, “NOW . . . bifocals are very common.”  The right page would then say, “BEN . . . designed bifocals for himself because he got tired of switching glasses.”  [Grades 4-8]
Suggestion – Create a graphic organizer showing Franklin’s many inventions and how they are still used today.

Nothing to Do, Douglas Wood, (2006), Dutton Books.

This book celebrates the times in which there is absolutely nothing to do.  The illustrations are based on eight patterns in nature and are very clever.

Suggestion – Have students choose one of the eight patterns from nature and use it to draw or paint a picture or design.

So Few of Me, Peter H. Reynolds, (2006), Candlewick Press.

One day Leo wished, “If there were only two of me.”  In this clever picture book, Reynolds offers a timely look at a very modern affliction – so much to do and so little time.  [Grades K-12].

Suggestion – Have students use the same text but illustrate the story in their own way.  Or, have students read The Dot and Ish.  Then have them compare the three books.
Stanley Goes Fishing, Craig Frazier, (2006), Chronicle Books.

Stanley is a fellow who sees things differently.  This is the third book in the Stanley series.  Along with Stanley Goes for a Drive and Stanley Mows the Lawn, this book shows the creativity of a man who is not afraid to think outside the box, or in this case, outside the pond.  [Grades 2-6]
Suggestion – Have students create their own Stanley books in which Stanley does something else in a very creative way.
Christmas Books
It’s a Wonderful Life for Kids!, Jimmy Hawkins, (2006), Dutton Books.

This story is told from the point of view of Tommy Bailey, the youngest son of George and Mary Bailey.  As an eleven-year-old, Tommy misplaces some school money, feels awful, and wants to run away.  A guardian angel helps Tommy see what life would have been without him.  Sound familiar?  The author played Tommy as a four-year-old.  [Grades 5-adult].

Suggestions – Have students watch the movie then read the book.  Have them discuss similarities and differences.
Nativity Story, The, adapted by Sadie Chesterfield, (2006), HarperEntertainment.

This is the children’s movie storybook based on the recently-released movie.

Suggestion – Compare this to the traditional story directly from the Bible.

On Christmas Eve, Ann Martin, (2006), Scholastic.

Tess, a 3rd-grade girl, is filled with the hope and magic of Christmas.  Her Christmas wish is not for herself, but for her best friend’s ailing father.  Especially touching is the conversation between Tess and her beloved dog on Christmas Eve.  [Grades 4-6]
